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CLASS 57, TEXTILES: SPINNING, TWISTING, AND TWINING 
CLASS DEFINITION 

This class includes processes and apparatus for: (1) Producing strands of indefinite 
length by means of a twisting, twining and/or untwisting operation; (2) Twisting 
filamentary and/or fibrous material into yarns, threads, cords, ropes, wire ropes, cables, 
etc.; (3) Other operations such as attenuating, drafting or drawing fibrous material, when 
combined with twisting or twining, and not elsewhere classified; (4) Covering cores of 
indefinite length when including or followed by a twisting or twining Operation. The 
products of the above are also included where not elsewhere classified. 

(1) Note. Spinning, as it is known in the art with reference to the production of 
yams, etc., from cotton, wool and/or other fibrous materials, includes the attenuating, 
drawing or drafting of the fibrous material, together with the twisting and winding 
thereof See Subclass References to the Current Class, below. Subcombinations of 
spinning devices (except drawing, which is found elsewhere; see References to Other 
Classes, below) are found elsewhere in this class. 

It is noted that "silk throwing" is sometimes spoken of as "spinning". The 
term is considered properly applied only when operating on short fiber 
silk or short lengths of artificial filaments or waste of such, and in the 
same manner as cotton, wool and other fibrous materials are spun. 

(2) Note. The term '"twisting couple" as employed in this class defines that part of a 
spinning or twisting machine comprising a strand receiver and an element cooperating 
therewith to twist and wind the strand material. One element of the couple by its rotation 
or revolution twists the strand. The relative rotation between one element and the other 
causes the winding when the elements are concentric or coaxal 


LINES WITH OTHER CLASSES 

The term "spinning" is sometimes applied to the production of artificial filaments by 
extrusion of material through a spinneret Apparatus for such production of the filaments 
with or without subsequent twist thereof is in Class 425, Plastic Articles or Earthenware 
Shaping or Treating: Apparatus , subclasses 66 and 67+. 

^/^The line between this class and Class 174, Electricity: Conductors and Insulators; is as 
( follows: Patents claiming only conductor structure are found in Class 174. Patents 
V claiming strand structure of twisted or twined form and not limited to conductors are 
Xjbund in this class (57), subclasses 200+ . ^ ^^-^ 

The line between this class (57) and Class 29, Metal Working, is as follows: Original 
patents claiming method o£ or means for twisting a plurality of elongated filamentary 
materials together to form a solid cable or 'Nvire rope" are found: (a) in this class (57) if 
the material is nonmetal or if the material is metal that is clearly not stressed beyond its 
elastic limit; or (b) in Class 29 if the material is metal that is operated upon as by 
tension, stress beyond elastic limit, or equivalent deformation, to produce a permanent" 
set in the material. Within Class 29, subclasses 428+ is the bcus of method claims, and 
subclasses 700+ the bcus of apparatus claims, directed to the subject matter set forth 
above. 
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200 STRAND STRUCTURE 

201 . Endless bands 

202 . Splices 

203 .Chenille 

204 . Alternately twisted 

205 . . Crimped or bulked type 

206 . Longitudinal variation 

207 . . Covered or wrapped type 

208 . . Crimped or bulked type 

209 . . Slub type 

210 . Covered or wrapped 

211 . . Plied 

212 . . Wire wrapped 

213 ... Plural wire wrapped layer 

214 Stranded layers 

215 .... Including nonround cross section 

216 .... With core other than wire 

217 .... Coated or impregnated 

218 ... Stranded wire- wrapped layer 

219 .... Including nonround cross section 

220 With core other than wire 

221 .... Coated or impregnated 

222 . . . With core other than wire 

223 . . . Coated or impregnated 
22 4 . . Discrete fiber wrap 

225 . . Elastomeric material core 

22 6 ... With crimped or bulked material 

227 . . Including crimped or bulked material 

228 ... Crimped or bulked core 
22 9 . . Including glass material 

230 . . Plural wrapped layers 

231 . . Stranded layer 

232 . . Coated or impregnated 

233 . . . Web material 

234 ... Adhesively bonded 

235 . . Web material 

236 . Plied 

237 . . Cabled or cord type (i.e., plied plies) 

238 . . Composite 

239 ... Crimped or bulked 
24 0 . . Glass material 

241 . . Coated or impregnated 

242 ... Adhesively bonded 

243 . Multifilament yams 
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